Technical bulletin

Paint cracking in acrylic paints

Introduction

Acrylicsealants can be painted over very well both with solvent
based paints as well as water based paints (ie: acrylic latex).
However, itis possible that the paintfilmon the acrylicjointcan
crack.

There are severalreasons forthis:

Painting over the acrylic joint when still wet

Ifacrylicjoints are painted over whennotyetdry, water must still
evaporate fromthe joint. This will cause the joints to shrink and the
paintfilm willbe elongated and begin to crack. If the paint film is
less elasticthisproblem will occur sooner.

Deformation of the acrylic joint

Sealants are used as theyare flexible enoughto absorb movement
from adjacent walls. Ahard, non-elastic paint applied to the sealant
doesn’t have this property and might show cracks through
deformation of the joint.

This riskis verylow ininteriorjoints as move ment of these joints is
mostlyvery limited.

Sensitivity of paint for cracking

The composition of the paint can willdetermine the paint cracking
on acrylicjoints. The composition of the paintis important to avoid
cracking. Thisis mainly caused by highlyfilled emulsion based paints
forinterioruse.

Exteriorand semi-gloss interior paints not as sensitive to paint
cracking.

Application at a too low temperature of the substrate

Emulsion based paints must be appliedata minimum temperature
of +7°C. If appliedto colder substrates the paint can crack. When
painting an interior glazingjoint with an emulsion paint during
winter, the temperature of the sealant could be verylowdue to
direct contact withthe cold, outside glass. So even if the interior
temperature is high (above +7°C) the surface temperature ofthe
sealantcould be toolow, resulting in cracking ofthe paint-film.

Soap contamination

Aftertooling the jointand before painting please remove any
remainingsoapy residue. This can interfere with correct film
development duringdrying ofthe paint.
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Warranty

Den Braven Sealants warrants that the product complies, within its
shelflife, to its specification.

The liability shallinno case exceed the amount fixed in our
conditionof Sale. In noeventis DenBraven Sealants liable
foranykindofincidentalorconsequential damageswhatsoever.

Liability

All supplied informationis the result of our tests and experience and
is of generalnature. Innowaydoes itimplyanyliability.

Itis the responsibility of the userto verify by his own testsifthe
productis suitable for the application.

The information in this document and also in all our print and digital publications is based on our present knowledge and experience. Den Braven cannot be held responsible for any mistakes, inaccuracies or editorial faults
that result from technological changes or research between the date of issue of this document and the date the product is acquired. Den Braven reserves the right to make changes to formulations. Before applying the
product the user should acquaint themselves with the information presented in this document and/or in our other product relat ed documents. Before applying the product the user should carry out any necessary tests to
ensure the product is suitable for the application. The application method, conditions during storage and transport fall beyond our control and therefore responsibility. Liability under this product sheet cannot be
accepted. Deliveries only in accordance with our conditions of delivery and payment terms. The information detailed in the present technical data sheet is given by way of indication and is not exhaustive.
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