
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
Technical product data sheet template 

The information in this document and also in all our print and digital publications is based on our present knowledge and experience. Den Braven cannot be held responsible for any mistakes, inaccuracies or editor ial faults 
that result from technological changes or research between the date of issue of this document and the date the product is acquired. Den Braven reserves the right to make changes to formulations. Before applying the 
product the user should acquaint themselves with the information presented in this document and/or in our other product relat ed documents. Before applying the product the user should carry out any necessary tests to 
ensure the product is suitable for the application. The application method, conditions during storage and transport fall beyond our control and therefore responsibility. Liability under this product sheet cannot be 
accepted. Deliveries only in accordance with our conditions of delivery and payment terms. The information detailed in the pr esent technical data sheet is given by way of indication and is not exhaustive. 

 

Technical bulletin  TB122013-013 

 Paint cracking in acrylic paints         

 
Introduction 
Acryl ic sealants can be painted over very well both with solvent 
based paints as well as water based paints (ie: acrylic latex). 
However, it i s possible that the paint film on the acrylic joint can 
crack.  
 
There are several reasons for this: 
 
Painting over the acrylic joint when still wet 
If acryl ic joints are painted over when not yet dry, water must s till 

evaporate from the joint. This will cause the joints to shrink and the 
paint film will be elongated and begin to crack. If the paint film is 
less elastic this problem will occur sooner. 
 
Deformation of the acrylic joint 

Sealants are used as they are flexible enough to absorb movement 
from adjacent walls. A hard, non-elastic paint applied to the sealant 
doesn’t have this property and might show cracks through 

deformation of the joint.  
This  risk i s very low in interior joints as movement of these joints is 
mostly very l imited. 

 
Sensitivity of paint for cracking 

The composition of the paint can will determine the paint cracking 
on acryl ic joints. The composition of the paint is important to avoid 
cracking. This is mainly caused by highly filled emulsion based paints 

for interior use. 
Exterior and semi-gloss interior paints not as sensitive to paint 
cracking. 
 
Application at a too low temperature of  the substrate 
Emulsion based paints must be applied at a minimum temperature 
of + 7°C. If applied to colder substrates the paint can crack. When 
painting an interior glazing joint with an emulsion paint during 

winter, the temperature of the sealant could be very low due to 
di rect contact with the cold, outside glass. So even if the interior 
temperature is high (above +7°C) the surface temperature of the 
sealant could be too low, resulting in cracking of the paint-film. 
 
Soap contamination 
After tool ing the joint and before painting please remove any 

remaining soapy residue. This can interfere with correct film 
development during drying of the paint. 
 

 
 
 

Warranty 
Den Braven Sealants warrants that the product complies, within its 
shelf l ife, to i ts specification.  
The l iability shall in no case exceed the amount fixed in our 
condition of Sale. In no event i s Den Braven Sealants l iable 
for any kind of incidental or consequential damages whatsoever. 
 
Liability 
Al l  supplied information is the result of our tests and experience and 
is  of general nature. In no way does it imply any l iability. 

It i s  the responsibility of the user to verify by his own tests i f the 
product i s suitable for the application. 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 


